ROBERT AND DAISY AITKEN

There was, unfortunately, no full obituary in any of the Chapel publications when ‘Bert’ Aitken died on 30 May 1970. He was born on 19 August 1903, the eldest son of a prominent deacon and elder in the Chapel. Educated at George Watson’s College, he was a keen sportsman, a regular prizewinner in Sunday School Scripture Examinations and showed from the first outstanding gifts of leadership. He was a key figure in many spheres of Chapel life for 50 years, and is regularly mentioned in the Record.  He held many key offices. He was general superintendent of the Sunday School for 12 years, resigning in November 1949 only because of other duties in the church. He was deacons’ court secretary from 1933–1951, church treasurer from then 1951–1961 and then deacons’ court secretary again from 1965–1970.

He married Daisy in the Chapel, and their son, Robbie, was the youngest-ever Chapel deacon in 1955. Bert Aitken was a director of Aitken & Niven, tailors and outfitters in George Street, and later moved to North Berwick and opened his own shop there. He was buried in Warriston Cemetery, Edinburgh. This is an entirely inadequate tribute to him, but all the information that is readily available.

MARGUERITE AITKEN

Marguerite Aitken, familiarly known to many of us in the 1920s as Daisy Turnbull, passed on at the age of 85 to be with her Lord on 5 December 1989. Before her parents moved to Muthil, Daisy was the first cub mistress of the Chapel Pack formed early in 1921 with six cubs between the ages of 8 and 12 during the ministry of Dr Graham Scroggie. She resigned from this post in 1927 on her marriage to Robert Aitken, our late Elder and Church Treasurer.

Daisy was ideally suited for working with the Cubs. Ably assisted, as the numbers rapidly grew, by Alice Cooper (later Mrs C Allister) and May Gardner, she laid a firm foundation on which successive Cub masters and (after 50 years) Cub mistresses continued to build. Her aim was to keep the work with the Pack on the best spiritual lines. She knew how to get the most out of the young boys in her charge and passed on the Pack in good heart to her successor.

However, her work with boys did not cease after her marriage. Her husband​-to-be had been one of the first Scouts and patrol leaders in the Chapel under the leadership of Mr W Edgar Evans and after their marriage, when he was in charge of the Scout Troop, she was fully supportive in all that he did.

Their homes in Comely Bank and Eildon Street and later when they moved to North Berwick were a home from home. As we who knew them look back on these days it is surprising that the neighbours did not object to the noise and hilarity which resounded on many an evening. Even during the dark days from 1939 to 1945 when food was severely rationed, several of us returning from leave must have eaten much more than they could spare, but Daisy always made light of it. On such occasions she would commandeer the help of the family to prepare the loads of sandwiches. Nothing seemed too much for her even when her husband was fully engaged in the Lord's work as Scoutmaster, Senior Bible Class teacher, Church Treasurer (including Beulah and the Missionary Fund) and Deacons' Court Secretary. We could say of Daisy, "It wasn't what you said that led us to Him, but the way you practised what you believed".

After her husband's death in 1970 Daisy continued to be interested in all that her former Cubs and her husband's former Scouts were now doing in adult life. It is worthy of note that she and Mrs Allister were among those who attended the Chapel Scout Group Reunion in 1971 when over forty old Scouts were present.

In recent days Daisy's eyesight was failing but she could still recognise the voice of any old Scout visiting her. The smile and the welcome and the laughter were still reminders of a life that had influenced many in their younger and impressionable years.

We miss her and our hearts go out to Judi, Robbie, Janice and the family.
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